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        A Christmas Message from Maria… 

This year has been a tough year for everyone, but because we are a youth services 

we recognised the impact that it has had on the young people more so. In the early 

days of Covid 19 they got bad press about their behaviour which in my opinion was 

unjust.  The young people that attend Manor St. John Youth Services have 

soldiered on taking all the restrictions in their stride, looking after their physical 

and mental health with all the challenges and programs that the project provided 

for them. They engaged in whatever way was possible for them, through social 

media, Zoom, Microsoft Teams, post and even over the phone.  

We are now lucky enough to be able to meet in small groups, so we are back to some 

kind of normality but we must complement the young participants for staying 

compliant to the restrictions that are still in place.  

We would like to take this opportunity to salute you all and wish everyone a very 

Happy Christmas and new year   

                                From Maria & all the gang at Manor St. John Youth Services  



 
 

 
 

First Christmas Memories – Leah. 



 
 

 
 



        Christmas Hot Chocolate! - Grace. 

     Ingredients! 

 ½ cups of sugar  

 ¼ unsweetened 

baking cocoa. 

 1/3 cup of water 

 ¼ teaspoon 

ground nutmeg 

 Whipped cream 

(optional)  

 Candy cane 

(optional) 

 4 cups of milk 

 As many marshmallows as you want! 

                   What you will need!  

 Any mug of your choice. 

 A spoon. 

 A straw (optional) 

    How to make your Hot Chocolate! 

 



 

My first Christmas Memory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



Christmas Cookie Recipe 
By Leah 

Ingredients 
 3 x 3\4 cups of 

all-purpose flour. 

 1 Teaspoon of 

baking powder. 

 1\2 Teaspoon of 

salt. 

 1 cup margarine 

(softened).  

 1  1\2  Cups of white sugar. 

 2 eggs 

 2 teaspoons of vanilla extract 

 

Method 
1. Sieve your flour, baking powder and 

salt together and then set it aside. In a 

large bowl cream your margarine and 

sugar together, until light and fluffy. Beat 

your vanilla. Gradually blend in the sifted 



ingredients until fully absorbed. Cover 

dough and chill for 2 hours. 

 

2. Preheat your oven to 400 degrees F 

(200 degrees c). Then grease your cookie 

sheets, and then on a clean floured 

surface, roll out small portions of chilled 

dough to about 1\4 inches thick. Cut out 

shapes using any sort of cookie cutters. 

 

3. Bake to about 6-8 minutes in your 

preheated oven, or until the edges of your 

cookies are barely brown. Remove your 

cookies from the 

cookie sheet to 

cool on wire 

racks. 

 

4. Last step, 

after your cookies 

have dried on 

your wire racks is to decorate them with 

icing sugar -  enjoy your cookies! 

 

 

 



 



 

 



My first Christmas Memory - Ben 
My first Christmas memory is watching Home Alone film on 

Christmas Eve in my house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My favourite Christmas movie of all time is the also Home 

Alone film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everybody from Waterford loves Winterval Festival on the 

Quays. My first memory of Winterval is going to look at the 

Christmas lights and getting McDonalds after it. 

 



 

 

My best Christmas present ever was an Xbox.   

 

 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Written by Ben  



My First Christmas Memory By Eli. 
My first Christmas memory is waking up really early and 

asking my parents if Santa came. And if I can go down 

stairs to see if there were any presents under the tree. 

They said it was too early and Santa might not have arrived 

yet and to go back to bed. So I went back to bed trying to 

hear Santa and his reindeer if he landed on the roof. I laid 

there in complete silence. 

 

 

 

After about an hour of waiting my parents said I was 

allowed to go downstairs and see what Santa left me. I ran 

downstairs and saw a load of presents. I also remember 

watching the Grinch on TV and how at first he hated 

Christmas and then he started to like it. I also remember 

watching Polar Express.  

That was my first Christmas memory.  
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