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Welcome to our ten-year anniversary 

newsletter, how times flies!   
In the past ten years the project has introduced and helped many young 

people to develop their writing, editing, and thinking abilities.   

The young people involved worked on developing the topics for the newsletter 

while learning various other skills such as storytelling, it helped them 

understand the importance of time management, work deadlines 

and effective communication. In addition, it helped with their team building 

skills while working together and personal development skills when working as 

an individual.  

These are skills that can help them develop into responsible and confident 

adults.  We hope you will enjoy reading the latest edition as it has been put 

together with hard work and a passion for our project.  

I would also like to take the time to wish you all the best in the new year and 

here is to another ten years of our newsletter    

 

 

Maria Begadon – Manager. 

 



Summer Fun remember the sun? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Loads more photos on the Manor St. John Facebook page. 



A glimpse of Santa.     By Elijah Bowler. 
It was a cold evening in the middle of winter, Christmas Eve. All 

the decorations were up, the tree, the lights 

and the tinsel. All the little ones went to bed 

eagerly waiting for the Old Saint Nick to deliver 

all the presents to the good boys and girls of the 

world. Some wish for new toys, some wish for 

new phones, while some wish that they will get anything at all. All 

the reindeer getting ready to pull the sleigh. They have to be 

Santa himself is excited for 

the night, to make all the kids happy with delight. 

 Its reaching midnight, all the kids are in bed, except one, whose 

name was Ben. He wanted to stay up to catch 

a glimpse of Santa, and to tell all his friends 

the day after. It was getting dark, Santa was 

What if he sees me he says to himself, he might tell Rudolph and 

glimpse of Santa. He ran upstairs eager as can be and his little 

get a glimpse of 

 en slowly turned around to his room which 

there he would be found. With his feet dragging he went to bed, 



where on his pillow he would rest his head. When he got there he 

laid down - but on his face was a little frown. All he wanted to do 

was see Santa but this dream of his would keep him awake for 

some sheep. One goes by and then another but nothing helped 

 to eat .  

So he goes downstairs to get a snack but there was a man 

a smile on his face that grew and grew. The man 

turned around and as ben thought, it was Santa 

Claus, the man was caught.  Santa looking shocked and confused, 

him to go to bed, so he did with a grin on his head. That Christmas 

was Ben s best as one of his dreams came true as he once said 

when he woke up, he rushed downstairs and he saw a cup. Along 

with others it was a present he got. But in the cup was something 

Christmas for little Ben.  

 



Making our own Christmas Cards:  
 



Daniels very special Christmas by 

Nathan Bowler.  
Hi. My name is Daniel and I am 8 years old. I live in a 

small apartment with my mam and dad. Guess what?  

almost my favourite time of year, Christmas. I am so 

excited. I wonder what Santa will bring me 

this year. Last year I got a brand new 

pyjamas and a giant teddy bear. As I said we 

live in a small apartment so you can imagine how mam 

and dad felt about me keeping him. I love him though and 

I still have him today. I love this time of year so much,  

I have so many amazing memories of me with my family 

sitting by the fire with a warm cup of hot chocolate. The 

best present I got has to be the giant teddy. I named him 

Phil. My least favourite present that I got is probably when 

I got a pair of sock from my old aunt Jill. She will be 

coming over for Christmas dinner this year. Even though 

but the thing that I love is her Christmas cards. They are 

always filled with love. [It always has a 50 euro note 

inside!]  I wonder does she have a surprise waiting for me. 

Anyway I better go to bed. Tomorrow is Christmas Eve. 

g 

in particular this year. Goodnight! 

 



 

Good morning! I jumped out of bed in an amazing mood. 

It was Christmas Eve. Oh my gosh! I am so excited. Santa 

will be in my house tonight. Dad is leaving for work. He has 

a half day today though thankfully so that means more 

At least I will see him later. The house is fully decorated 

the corner burning bright with all the colourful lights 

shining off the tinsel. The three of us worked at it 

together.  For now though I am going to watch a 

few Christmas movies and listen to a few 

Christmas tunes to get me in the spirit of 

Christmas. First ill watch the Grinch of course. Hopefully 

l our Christmas.  

Dad got home with a smile and in a jolly mood. Mum was 

also dancing around the place. Again this year the 

three of us sat around the warm fire drinking 

hot chocolate and watching TV. It was getting 

late so we all went to bed. I was so excited. I 

I wanted Santa to come. I can

Jill too. Goodnight! 

Good morning everyone! I screamed from my room. It 

was 5 am and I was ready to see if Santa came. I burst 

into mam and dad s room and woke them up by jumping 

on their beds. They got up pretty fast too as they were 

excited to see my reaction on if Santa came. Also we had 



to prepare for dinner later. We walked out of the room 

and went to the door of the room to our Christmas tree. 

I looked at mum and dad and asked them were they 

ready. They nodded. I swung the door open and 

ran to the Christmas tree. OMG! He came. I knew 

he would. He got me sooo much toys that I really 

wanted. This is the best day ever. I got a nerf gun, 

a bike, another small teddy and lots more. Mum got a 

brand new pair of pyjamas and socks and so did Dad. They 

were delighted. They are matching. They put them on 

straight away. I start to play with all my new 

are everywhere.  

We are getting ready for Aunt Jill to arrive. She will be 

here in 20 minutes for dinner and trust me it smells 

amazing. Mum is the best cook ever. Aunt Jill arrived and 

we gave her a big hug. She gave me a present and a card 

again this year.  Mum and dad also gave her something 

special. We were all loving life and sat down to eat this 

amazing delicious dinner mum cooked for us. There is 

turkey, ham, brussel sprouts and lots of sauces. I could 

eat forever. We finished dinner and we were all ready to 

explode. We still had chocolates left 

This was the best Christmas anyone 

could ever ask for and it is most 

certainly one I will never forget. I am 

already counting down the day for 

next Christmas!                   BYE!! 



 

 

 

 Science and Tech activities 

 

We love  our science and tech events  

they are running all year round now... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



The Manor’s Easy Gingerbread Men Recipe!  

 

 This is our easy Christmas recipe for Gingerbread Men. 

  

First gather the following ingredients. 

 350g\12oz of plain flour    

 1 tsp of bicarbonate of soda  

 2 tsp of ground ginger  

 125g of butter  

 175g\6oz of light soft brown sugar  

 1 large egg (free-range) 

 1 tbsp of golden syrup        

                      To make the Gingerbread Men. 

 Sift the bicarbonate of soda, flour, ginger and cinnamon and 

pour it into your mixing bowl. Add the butter until the mixture 

looks like breadcrumbs then stir in the sugar. 

  Lightly beat the egg and golden syrup. Add to the mixing 

bowl and pulse until the mixture clumps together. Tip the 

dough out and knead briefly until smooth, wrap in cling film 

and put it in the fridge for around 15 minutes.  

 Preheat your oven to 180C\350F\Gas4 

 Take the dough and put it on a lightly floured surface. Using 

gingerbread men shape cutters shape the dough with the 

shape and place on a baking tray, make sure you keep a 

space between them. 

 then - eat! 



 

 

begins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More pictures 

On Facebook. 
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