
 



 

 

Hi Readers  

 Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. 

As this one is our Christmas edition we would like 

to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New 

Year.  

This has been a hard year for everyone, but we 

must give recognition to the youth for their 

resilience and patience in these extraordinary 

times. Even though the education system continued to deliver, the way it 

was presented was alien to some. 

 The school years are about making friends and socialising. Some missed 

out on the transition from primary to secondary school which can be a 

time to connect with new peers and a new way of learning. They isolated 

and missed out on attending sports, 

concerts and other events that are part of 

growing up and their development, so to all of 

young people out there well done.  

 It has been reported that through surveys 

taken with young people  

That Young people who engaged with youth groups/ 

clubs/services tended to be more optimistic and excited 

about their futures. 

 Manor St. John Youth Services continued throughout these hard times to 

deliver programmes and services to the young members and we hope it 

was of benefit to them.  

So  to the future of the young members and to the future of Manor 

St. John Youth Services and all involved  

Happy Christmas and New Year  

                                                        Maria Begadon - Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 10thAnniversary…! 

 hard to believe but 2022 marks 

the 10th anniversary of the Manor St. John 

years lots of our young members have 

gained the skills and confidence to interview well-known 

Waterford people, write stories, poems  and articles, take 

photos and design the pages of our newsletter. We have 

something special planned to mark this important occasion so 

watch our Facebook page. A very Happy Christmas to all our 

supporters and all our members - old and new.  Kieran 



Christmas across the world – Eli. 
 

What is Christmas like in Ireland? 

In Ireland Christmas is celebrated all over the country. For example in 

Cork City you can play a tune at 

Shandon Bells. You can also visit 

Winterville in Waterford. Winterville 

is only up at Christmas time. At 

Winterville you can go 

on the Waterford eye. 

The Waterford Eye is a 

Ferris Wheel only put up at Christmas.  

What is Christmas like in Germany? 

It is the last day of Advent and the start of the Christmas season. Many 

people spend their evening decorating 

their Christmas trees, attending church 

services, eating traditional German dishes 

and opening presents. Many people in 

Germany prepare special meals or dinners 

for their families on Christmas Eve.  

What is Christmas like in Australia? 

Australians hang wreaths on their front doors and sometimes go out 

Christmas carol singing on Christmas Eve. People also decorate their 

houses and their gardens with Christmas trees and Christmas lights. 

Neighbours sometimes have little competitions to see who has the best 

light shows.  



What is Christmas like in Poland? 

Christmas on Poland is a major 

celebration, as is most countries in 

the Christian world. The observance 

of Christmas developed gradually 

over the centuries, beginning in 

ancient times; combining old Polish 

pagan customs with the religious 

ones introduced after 

Christianization of Poland by the 

Catholic Church. Later influences 

include the combining of local 

traditions and various folk cultures. 

It is one of the most important 

religious holidays for Poles, who 

follow a somewhat strict traditional custom. Christmas trees are 

decorated and lit in family rooms on the day of Christmas Eve. Other trees 

are placed in most public areas and outside churches. Christmas in Poland 

is called "Bo e Narodzenie", which translates to 'God's Birth'.  

The Day of Saint Nicholas on 6 December is the unofficial beginning of the 

festive season in Poland. Well-behaved children receive small gifts on the 

day, whereas naughty children receive a lump of coal or a twig, called 

"rózga". The highlight of the holiday is the most significant day, Christmas 

Eve on the 24 December. Polish Wigilia begins with the appearance of the 

first star, which corresponds to the Star of Bethlehem. During preparation, 

hay is spread beneath the tablecloth as a reminder that Jesus Christ was 

born in a manger. According to tradition, an empty place setting is 

symbolically left at the table for the Lord or, for a lost wanderer who may 



be in need of food or shelter. The supper begins with the breaking of the 

some parts of Lithuania. The meals must be meatless as a sign of fasting 

and twelve different dishes are made.  

 

What is Christmas like in Russia? 

Christmas is considered a high holiday 

by the Russian Orthodox Church, one of 

the 12 Great Feasts, and one of the only 

four that are preceded by a period of 

fasting. Christmas was largely erased 

from the calendar during much of the 

20th century under the Bolsheviks' anti-

religious policies, but many of its 

traditions survived having been 

transplanted to New Year's. Although 

Christmas was re-established as a 

holiday in the 1990s after the collapse 

of the Soviet Union, it is still eclipsed by 

New Year's Day, which remains the 

major Russian holiday.  

 

 

 

 

 



What is Christmas like in Sweden? 

Christmas is 

celebrated 

throughout 

December and 

traditionally until St. 

January 13. The 

main celebration and the exchange of gifts in families takes place on 

Christmas Eve December 24. The Lucia Day is celebrated during Advent, 

on December 13. Christmas contains a mix of domestic and foreign 

customs that have been adapted. Many Swedes celebrate Christmas in 

roughly the same way, and many local customs and specialities have 

disappeared.  

. 

What is Christmas like in Brazil? 

Like many other parts of the 

world, December 25th means time 

for family, religious reflection and, 

quite often, an excess of food and 

drink. Brazil celebrates Christmas 

in the middle of summer so the 

days are hot and sunny, giving the 

festivities a tropical mood.  

 

 



Decorating Cakes & Biscuits  

 

Christmas Cookies. 

 Ingredients:- 

Icing sugar and decorations                                                     

½ Teaspoon of Vanilla Essence                                                              

4 .oz Caster Sugar                                                                                       

6 .oz Plain Flour                                                                                         

4 .oz Butter                                                                                               

Egg x 1                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Method:-  

 Grease two trays and turn on oven to 180◦ C, 350◦F    

  Put caster sugar and butter in a bowl and stir with a wooden 

spoon until nice and creamy 

 Beat the egg in a small bowl and mix in the vanilla essence 

 Pour this mixture in with sugar and butter and stir well 

 Sift on flour and Stir 

 Spoon and flatten cookie mixture on the waiting tray 

 Bake for 10-15 minutes until cookies are golden brown 

  Place cookies on a wire tray to cool down 

 Use icing sugar & edible decorations from Tesco, Aldi & Lidl 

and a cake decorating kit from Tesco.  



This recipe -by Rachel- was first featured in the 2014 Christmas 

newsletter – happy Christmas Rachel, Jamie and Jordan. 

   Making the Cakes & Biscuits 

We decorated loads of cakes and buns to try out our skills...it’s easy, 

just be patient and take your time: make sure the biscuits and cakes 

are cool before you decorate - 

 

 



FUT 22 [FIFA 

ULTIMATE TEAM] 

Division Rivals RATING  

By Ben. 

 

 

un, but 

glitches and to make 

matters worse if your Wi-

Fi is down you could either 

concede a lucky goal or 

far worse lose your connection and lose the match   

You can get weekly rewards if you win a certain amount 

of games, there are 10 divisions and depending on your 

division is how good the rewards are. 

   

Doing Squad Battles is like eating your vegetables in 

FIFA 22 Ultimate  probably not your favourite 

thing, but it is good for 

you!  

Put some time into 

Squad Battles each 



week... and you get a bunch of extra packs to open, 

which goes a long way early on in the cycle. You can use 

Squad Battles to complete Objectives, too, so try to 

save them for when Objective Players are available, and 

then get grinding! 

There were some amazing free player cards given out 

through objectives in the last cycle, so it's definitely 

worth putting the hours in to unlock those when they are 

available. Squad Battles is usually a critical part of Icon 

Swaps, too, when those go live closer to the end of the 

year, so knowing how to get the most out of the mode in 

the short term is helpful.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

Let’s take a minute to remember the 

summer…camping, hikes, trips to Tayto Park, 

surfing…roll on summer 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Science and tech events…once 

the restrictions were lifted we 

were able to run our popular 

science and tech events in the 

Manor….lots more in 2022 



Christmas 
This original poem was first featured in our Christmas 2013 

newsletter.  A great poem Thomas. 

Christmas to me, is not like most 

With presents, games and a dinner roast, 

 

normal day. 

 

And run downstairs and fall nearly 

 

But Christmas was way better when I was young. 

 

With loads of things to do and loads of things to say, 

Then trotting around without a care  

Opening up presents and not wanting to share. 

 

 

I always look forward to the Christmas dinner 

That for me is definitely a winner, 

Sitting back relaxing full to the top 



  

Christmas songs would be on for most the day, 

Children running around getting in my way 

The house would be covered in wrapping paper and toys, 

Boxes all over the place all different size 

When the night comes and  going asleep, 

You sort out what to throw out and what to keep 

When the house is clean and the children are in bed, 

You get to sit down and rest your head 

Christmas in my house is just proper crazy, 

 

I usually go down town Christmas Eve, 

To pick out everything I like and need 

 

 

 

allaghan  

 



Felix’s Christmas – Nathan. 
Hi my name is Felix and I am 8 years old. I live in a small apartment with 

my ma - my favourite time of year. I 

am so excited. I have so many happy Christmas memories with my mam 

and dad.  

The best Christmas present I have ever got was a huge teddy bear off 

Santa. As I said we live in a small apartment so you can imagine how my 

mam and dad felt about me keeping him. He is my best friend and I still 

have him to this day. I got him when I was about three years old.  My 

least favourite present is pairs of socks from Aunt Julia but I still act 

grateful, I love opening her Christmas cards though because they always 

have money. £50 pounds to be exact. 

 You might not believe me when I say this but my favourite part of 

Christmas is spending time with family (and Christmas dinner because 

mam is a good cook).  Anyway time to set up the Christmas tree. It is 

big (and yes I know this is not good for a small apartment). mam, dad 

and I are covering the Christmas tree in lots of colourful decorations. 

Everyone is in such a good mood thankfully. The tree is finished, shining 

bright. Do you ever just look at your Christmas tree and imagine how 

close Christmas really is? Anyway we start putting some biscuits, 

chocolates, sweets under it, and best off all presents. It is getting late 

so I am off to bed. Goodnight.  

I wake up in a hurry, school starts at 9 and its 8:30 and I have just woke 

up with nothing ready. I jump out of bed get my bag ready, have my 

breakfast and brush my teeth. I jump in the car with mam and rush to 

school. We were 10 minutes late. The principal was not looking very 



happy at all. I tell her I am sorry, say bye to mam and rush 

to class. Sorry Miss I say as I walk in the door with 

everyone staring at me. I am not usually late so I suppose 

 

Anyway after my lesson I go to have lunch with my friend 

Dodie. We chat about Christmas and the decorations. I tell him I have 

rings and we are back to class. When I get home I put on some 

Christmas much, 

just maths and English. Mam makes me work very hard with homework.  

Mam seems a little upset for some reason. I as

respond. I have noticed d ly is at this time. I 

ask mam. She looks even more upset now. Oh no! Could something have 

gone wrong with dad? I start to worry, but try not to look it to help 

mam p it so I ask mam what is after happening. She says 

dad is very sick at the moment and hopefully he will be back in a few 

days. Mam is moved to tears. I feel really bad about asking but I also 

feel really worried about dad. Mam gives be a big hug and we watch some 

television and go to bed.  

The next morning we decide to miss school because we are both worried 

and I have a bit of a headache from last night. I really hope he will be ok. 

Mam walked into the living room with a small smile. She says we get to 

visit him today. I am happy to be able to see him later. For now we are 

going shopping for some groceries. The fridge is pretty empty right now. 

After we have finished shopping we get on a bus to the hospital to go see 

dad. I hate hospitals. They are really boring and a little sad. We finally 

meet dad. He is not awake though. I want to wake him up but the nurse 



eventually had to say goodbye and I have dad a gentle hug 

and so did mum. Mam told me to stay with dad for a 

moment while she goes to speak with thee nurse. I know 

I s m asks the nurse does 

she know what is wrong. The nurse shakes her head telling mam that we 

are not 100 percent certain but she has a fair idea what it is. Mum asks 

what it is urgently with a worried face on her. S

because she is not certain, but we will know in the morning. 

That night was really rough for mam. She had cried for a bit but then 

went straight to bed. The morning once again I missed school. We went 

straight to the hospital to find out the results. The doctor told mam but 

I could not quite hear. Mam broke into tears. I was close to tears but I 

was happy just to be with dad. We spent about three and a half hours in 

the hospital this time.  

When we eventually got home there was a big silence. Mam sat me down 

and decided to tell me what is going on. Felix, she says in a shaky voice. 

We all need to be very caring and nice to dad for a while. I ask what has 

happened. Dad has got cancer she says with a really shaky voice and 

watery eyes. I know how terrible cancer is and I burst into tears. Mam 

gives me a big hug saying everything is going to be ok. What a terrible 

Christmas eve. The worst ever.   

Mam breaks the good news. At least dad gets to spend Christmas at 

home with us. The hospital is bringing him to us now. When dad arrives 

my breath is taken. Where is dad hair gone I thought to myself but I 

 He able to talk a little bit now 

and he gave me a hug also saying everything will be ok. We all go to bed. 

morning. I jump out of bed and run into mam and dads room. Dad climbs 



into his wheelchair because his legs are a little weak right now. We go to 

the main room and look under the tree together. Lots of presents were 

there. We decide that dad should open a present first. Mam helps him a 

little. He got a nice cosy fluffy pillow we was really happy with it. He put 

it under himself. We all open our presents. I got a really cool colouring 

book and mum got a beautiful Christmas jumper.  I am a little sad inside, 

dad is not as cheerful as usual, but at least I get to spend a bit of 

Christmas with everyone.  

We have a nice dinner mam cooked and said goodbye to dad because 

the ambulance was bringing him back to hospital. He gave us both a hug 

I love you . And that was the last time I spent another moment 

with dad. Mam and I found it really hard. Instead of being really sad we 

decided to celebrate his life and cherish our memories of him. Not a day 

life. I have so many memories and that makes me soo happy and it does 

for mum too.  

To all who are reading this I hope you cherish many memories too. You 

may think t

the best because we all were soo close that 

Christmas and we all knew that we loved each 

other with all our hearts!!  

 

 



 
 

 I love this! Will Smith more 
or less plays himself in this 

good-natured NBC 
sitcom. As the show's 
popular theme song 

explains, fictional Will's mum sends him 
away from his rough Philadelphia 
neighbourhood to live with wealthy Uncle 
Phil and Aunt Vivian in Bel-Air.  

Will often has fun at the expense of 
stuck-up cousins Carlton and Hilary. 

 First episode date: 
September 10, 1990 

 Final episode date: 
May 20, 1996 

Theme song: The Fresh 

Prince of Bel-Air t 

Program creators: Andy 

Borowitz, Susan Borowitz.  

 



 

The Cast:  

 Will Smith  Will Smith 
 James Avery  Philip Banks  
 Alphonso Ribeiro  Carlton Banks 

 Tatyana Ali  Ashley Banks 

 Karyn Parsons  Hilary Banks 

 Joseph Marcell  Geoffrey Butler 

 Janet Hubert  Vivian Banks 1 

 Daphne Reid  Vivian Banks 2 

 Ross Bagely  Nicky Banks 

 

My Rating for this show - 10/10. You can 
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